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THIRTY YEARS OF BIBLICAL SCHOLARSHIP 

It is thirty years ago this month that there appeared the first 
number of the Hebrew Student. William R. Harper, then just 
coming into notice as an enthusiastic and effective teacher of 
Hebrew, was the originator and editor of the new journal. Of the 
Hebrew Student, both the Biblical World and the American Journal of 
Semitic Languages and Literatures are continuations. Looking back 
upon it from a distance of thirty years, we can see that the time 
was one of special activity and interest in biblical study in America. 
The Revised Version of the New Testament and the Westcott and 
Hort Greek Testament had been published in 1881. Work on the 
Revised Version of the Old Testament was moving forward to 
its publication in 1885. The Society of Biblical Literature and 
Exegesis had been organized in 1880 and was exercising a stimu- 
lating influence on the development of biblical studies. It is but 
just to associate with these events the beginning of Dr. Harper's 
work at Morgan Park and the establishment of the Hebrew Student. 
for through his journal and his teaching he was destined to be for 
a quarter of a century one of the potent forces in the field of bibli- 
cal study in America. Nor is it perhaps an exaggeration of the 
significance of all these events taken together, if from about the 
year 1881 we date the modern period of biblical scholarship in 
America. 

Elsewhere in this issue Professor Milton S. Terry gives our 
readers an account of the men who at that time were most active in 
promoting biblical study, and Professor Henry Preserved Smith 
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sketches the progress of biblical scholarship in the last thirty years. 
These articles bring forcibly home to us the fact that notable 
changes of opinion have taken place within a generation, not only 
in the field of Old Testament study with which Professor Smith 
chiefly deals, but in that of the New Testament also. Views then 
scarcely dreamed of as possible have now become common, and 
many things then felt to be vital have fallen into the background or 
been forgotten. The phrase that more nearly than any other 
describes the change comprehensively is the substitution of the 
historical for the dogmatic point of view. This change, certain to 
come sooner or later, if theology was not to be divorced from the 
onward-moving intellectual life of the race, has already proved 
itself not a loss but a gain to religion. 

What the next thirty years may bring forth, who can forecast ? 
Notable changes in all probability; but scarcely, one can but 
think, more notable than those which have taken place since Dr. 
Harper issued the first number of the Hebrew Student. 



The Hebrew Student. 
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